
WE ARE THE TEDDY
BEAR TEAM

Montessori  School of  Champaign-Urbana

A  W E L C O M E  L E T T E R  T O  P A R E N T S

Hello, my name is Thalia Rodriguez, and I am the lead

teacher of our Teddy Bear classroom. I obtained my

Montessori credential through the American Montessori

Society (AMS) and have been leading the toddler

program at MSCU since 2020.

Life has taken me on different paths; I was a children's

book illustrator and graphic designer before I became a

Montessori teacher. 

My interest in Montessori education started during

pregnancy, and motherhood became a full-blown passion

for children's development. I wanted to create materials

for my son and other children and learn how to see the

world from their point of view. So, I searched for a job

that allowed me to observe my son and other children

living the first three most important years of their lives.

Love, Thalia
Rodriguez

I  LOOK
FORWARD TO
MEETING YOU
SOON!

Find more
about me
here

https://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/education/teacher-of-the-week-thalia-rodriguez-flores-18-36-month-directress-montessori-school-of-cu/article_0be3168a-d8d8-58d5-9ae0-cb2a596bc9bd.html
https://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/education/teacher-of-the-week-thalia-rodriguez-flores-18-36-month-directress-montessori-school-of-cu/article_0be3168a-d8d8-58d5-9ae0-cb2a596bc9bd.html
https://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/education/teacher-of-the-week-thalia-rodriguez-flores-18-36-month-directress-montessori-school-of-cu/article_0be3168a-d8d8-58d5-9ae0-cb2a596bc9bd.html


DAILY CORRESPONDENCE 

I am available via email at trodriguez@montessorischoolofcu.org during
school hours and will respond to your questions as quickly as possible.
Please feel free to email me at any time!

We will keep you updated about your child's day, including meals, naps,
and toileting, through Transparent Classroom. Please download the app
before the first day of school. You will receive access on that day.

ANDROID DOWNLOAD                APPLE DOWNLOAD

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES AND PROGRESS REPORTS

I will send you an update about your child's adjustment into the
program at the end of the first week of school, during which I will share
photos (if allowed) and observations. 

Through a monthly newsletter, I will also keep you updated about
classroom activities and share photos of our monthly activities.

Parent-teacher conferences are the best opportunity to discuss your
child's progress and share observations. During the school year, you will
receive three detailed progress reports about your child's milestones
and areas of work.

Please reserve a date on your calendar for our conferences:
October 26th - 30th - Fall conf. - Exact date to be confirmed.
January 25th - 29th - Winter conf. - Exact date to be confirmed.
April 19th - 23rd - Spring conf. -Exact date to be confirmed.

 I will send you more details as time goes on!

P A R E N T
C O M M U N I C A T I O N

mailto:trodriguez@montessorischoolofcu.org
https://www.transparentclassroom.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.transparentclassroom&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/transparent-classroom/id1618332070


Jane Priest
After care assistant

T O D D L E R  P R O G R A M  C U R R I C U L U M

The toddler classroom is structured into four main areas, each designed
to support the children's development: fine and large motor, language,
sensorial, and practical life. These areas form the backbone of our
Montessori curriculum, ensuring a comprehensive approach to a
successful transition to early childhood education.

With sensory materials, we provide children with opportunities to
develop their visual discrimination skills in preparation for mathematics.
Through language materials and engaging conversations, children
refine their auditory skills in preparation for reading and writing. With
large movements and activities that require maximum effort, we help
children develop their balance, coordination, and strength. With fine
motor materials, the children refine their pincer grasp. 

Practical life connects all of these areas. The children build confidence
and problem-solving skills through purposeful activities, absorbing
knowledge through real-life experiences. In this area, the children can
contribute to their community, use grace and courtesy, express
themselves politely, wait their turn, and greet others.

As children grow, they become more aware of themselves and their
world. They learn by observing our movements intently and mirroring our
manners and communication.

O U R  S T A F F

Our staff is full of love and passion to support the toddler community at
MSCU. They guide the children throughout the program to become
confident, independent, creative, and self-motivated individuals.

Yukimi Oishi
Regular care assistant

Jessica Earley
Regular care assistant
(Directress in Training)

Thalia Rodriguez
Directress



Please take a moment to review some important details about
school gear and supplies that your child will need on the first day

of school.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

P L E A S E  R E V I E W



W H A T  S H O U L D  I  B R I N G ?

FAVORITE LABELS
Labeling your supplies will help us keep track of your belongings.
We recommend those labels; they are washer-safe. 

ONE SLEEPING BAG 
This will be sent home weekly to be washed. Toddlers may also
bring a comfort item for nap time.

ONE WATERPROOF BAG 
This bag will be used to put their wet/dirty clothes. Please check it
daily and return it empty.

DAILY SUPPLIES BACKPACK - 11 inches
Your children will come back home with a backpack full of used
and soiled clothes. It should be returned clean and empty the
following day.

ONE FAMILY PHOTO (4*6 FRAME)
This photo will decorate our shelves for the entire school year. You
are part of our community!

Each child must bring a backpack with the following daily
supplies:

SPARE CLOTHES
Two sets of pants, t-shirts, and socks.

DIAPERS WITH STRAPS
Four diapers (preferably with straps)

UNDERWEAR (IF BEING POTTY TRAINED)
 Five pieces

https://www.amazon.com/Bunny-Badges-Personalized-Daycare-Labels/dp/B0BYBH7WYR/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=LIPH7HSI9P0O&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bKaOtpJH67gHJHSj9hm6SD0eLNq7z27DCT3E6d5BU8FF0ALzmyO6dQmYE6LMhZqIHICjvVaR5tUT8H25yDpF0YEyZ35VoyQ_bzFQtcmY8aayeteE0Iul0V9tomfk2yewe49s-MD3CoCVT2BCoHMywtp476GgKb-HD-JvTbQx0iOyDFfQKNMg2113lKFg-UkHFVir0uB9JYHXrJlvx-HtlW0ROCADSobwVOFFk7jMkJ5SLKZnJTno7Tn6lQQ2j3dhnZP48FwiifuaX5D-DqGHZMlEgmy0SBgPVhdPJVylTM4.XgXLwjriyjcgxQg-9OcXDO8CMI0yYx_drEJtWS1WR0o&dib_tag=se&keywords=bunny%2Bbags%2Blabels&qid=1746556654&sprefix=bunny%2Bbages%2Blabels%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C658L878/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?pd_rd_i=B0C658L878&pd_rd_w=Tr83Z&content-id=amzn1.sym.85ceacba-39b1-4243-8f28-2e014f9512c7&pf_rd_p=85ceacba-39b1-4243-8f28-2e014f9512c7&pf_rd_r=WE6SAXWVEXSS6ZNVDWY8&pd_rd_wg=gJjbt&pd_rd_r=0c91847f-fa10-4fb3-981d-f04cacaa4825&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C658L878/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?pd_rd_i=B0C658L878&pd_rd_w=Tr83Z&content-id=amzn1.sym.85ceacba-39b1-4243-8f28-2e014f9512c7&pf_rd_p=85ceacba-39b1-4243-8f28-2e014f9512c7&pf_rd_r=WE6SAXWVEXSS6ZNVDWY8&pd_rd_wg=gJjbt&pd_rd_r=0c91847f-fa10-4fb3-981d-f04cacaa4825&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/ALVABABY-Waterproof-Reusable-Zippered-Swimsuits/dp/B075CYYJCK/ref=sr_1_5?crid=1CU4FPPXOD2L&keywords=wet%2Bbag%2Bdiaper&qid=1691204487&sprefix=wet%2Bbag%2Bdiaper%2Caps%2C127&sr=8-5&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/ALVABABY-Waterproof-Reusable-Zippered-Swimsuits/dp/B075CYYJCK/ref=sr_1_5?crid=1CU4FPPXOD2L&keywords=wet%2Bbag%2Bdiaper&qid=1691204487&sprefix=wet%2Bbag%2Bdiaper%2Caps%2C127&sr=8-5&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/ALVABABY-Waterproof-Reusable-Zippered-Swimsuits/dp/B075CYYJCK/ref=sr_1_5?crid=1CU4FPPXOD2L&keywords=wet%2Bbag%2Bdiaper&qid=1691204487&sprefix=wet%2Bbag%2Bdiaper%2Caps%2C127&sr=8-5&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Preschool-Backpack-Backpacks-Kindergarten-Elementary/dp/B0C4HK74BW/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=2IW88NQMP1BG3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.VgCgoKAq36gZI55ys0jAU4w9Khvgz2Ou-fES6-EhpmoHGBWG30qgsPZ_F-dW8OaRVmxDKqe7_5of5G3UydUS2HvUsW-M9U-e8KPiN2uEtAadhZAHqVbN2X7MEHGgWWtORhbOmhj-0dhRhPjN_d_PyqZfCK2MSRsqJvVvd31xo_fegVB85B7lYTfXsYukofnWk75rfAwxyTcaeDZ4OABgVuC4h6eu8LBd87jITy1bq-N4HN10pWdGIilorIL_AWVCKe8SLvwGtngRgMIGOzpjcXM-3sq0WmQKQnSEZtkjzHg.z6vOhmGspfcRtaUp0nxNO3shpGjWHNq54mIq-H-by4Y&dib_tag=se&keywords=15%2Binches%2Bbackpack%2Btoddler&qid=1746556314&sprefix=15%2Binches%2Bbackpack%2Btoddle%2Caps%2C130&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1


BASIC HEALTHY HABITS

D O N ' T  F O R G E T

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a f t e r  u s i n g

t h e  r e s t r o o m ,  b e f o r e

m e a l s ,  a f t e r  p l a y i n g

o u t s i d e ,  o r  p l a y i n g  w i t h

t h e  f a m i l y  p e t .

REMIND CHILDREN TO
WASH THEIR HANDS

S h o r t  n a i l s  s t a y  c l e a n e r

a n d  w e  p r e v e n t  a c c i d e n t a l

s c r a t c h i n g ,

KEEP NAILS TRIMMED

A l t h o u g h  w e  s t a r t  t o i l e t

t i m e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,

m a k e  s u r e  t o  b r i n g  y o u r

c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a  c l e a n

d i a p e r  o n  e v e r y  m o r n i n g .

START THE DAY WITH
CLEAN DIAPER

H e a l t h y  h a i r  c a r e  b e g i n s

w i t h  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  w a s h

t h e i r  h a i r .  I t  i s  a l s o

i m p o r t a n t  t o  k e e p  t h e  h a i r

o u t  o f  t h e i r  e y e s .

GOOD HAIR-CARE HABITS 



NOTES ABOUT CLOTHES AND DIAPERS

K E E P  I T  S I M P L E

H e l p  y o u r  c h i l d  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  d r e s s i n g  a n d

u n d r e s s i n g :

C h o o s e  l o o s e - f i t t i n g  c o t t o n  c l o t h i n g  t h a t  f a c i l i t a t e s

i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  m o v e m e n t  ( e a s y  t o  g e t  o n  a n d  o f f

w i t h  a n  e l a s t i c  w a i s t ) .

A v o i d  d r e s s e s  o r  o n e s i e s .

A v o i d  t i g h t  l e g g i n g s  o r  b u t t o n s  o n  p a n t s .

T O I L E T  T R A I N I N G  A N D  D I A P E R S

D u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  w e  w i l l  o b s e r v e  w h e n  y o u r  c h i l d

s h o w s  s i g n s  o f  t o i l e t  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  i s  r e a d y  t o

t r a n s i t i o n  t o  u n d e r w e a r .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  p l e a s e  s e n d

d i a p e r s  w i t h  s t r a p s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  t o i l e t  p r o c e s s .



D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0  •  V O L .  2 4

THANK YOU FOR
BEING PART OF OUR

COMMUNITY
Montessori  School of  Champaign-Urbana

W E  W I L L  S E E  Y O U  S O O N

T E D D Y  C L A S S R O O M  O P E N
H O U S E
F r i d a y  - A u g u s t  7 t h  -  4 : 3 0  p m
C o m e  v i s i t  t h e  T e d d y  C l a s s r o o m ,
m e e t  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  t a k e  a
l o o k  a t  o u r  M o n t e s s o r i  m a t e r i a l s .

S E N S O R Y  W A L K  A T  C L E A R V I E W
F A R M
S a t u r d a y  - A u g u s t  8 t h  -  1 1  a m  
B r i n g  y o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  c a m e r a s !
O u r  f a m i l y  p h o t o s  w i l l  d e c o r a t e
o u r  c l a s s r o o m .

Please email me to RSVP

trodriguez@montessorischoolofcu.org

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S :

mailto:trodriguez@montessorischoolofcu.org
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